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performance instructions:

organ registration

registration is left chiefly to the discretion of the organist,

with only occasional indications to suggest the sound, since each

organ is different and will require different combinations of stops.

Most import:mtly7 don’t register like a chicken: loud means
LOUD!

solos

soloists should be selected from among the choir. If no soloists are

available these entries may be sung as a section.

CUC—SiZCd ()rgan—n()tcs

bet\veen 1€tt€rs H through J, the CLlL’rSiZL’ notces Sh()\lld 01’11}7 1’)6
played if the choir cannot reliably keep the tuning before the next

actual organ entrance.

If this is needed, it should be played very quictly and simply

provide a base for the choir to intonate from.

on the texts:

The Magnificat and Nunc dimictis, collectively known as the
Evening Canticles, hold a revered place in the Anglican
choral tradition, especially in the context of Evensong.
Rooted in biblical texts, the Magnificat, also known as the
Song of Mary, celebrates the joy of birth and the promise
of new beginnings, drawing from the Gospel of Luke.
Conversely, the Nunc dimittis, or Song of Simeon, reflects
on the peaceful acceptance of death and departure, as
recounted in the same gospel. The two are a popular
pairing, and have been set to music by countless
composers throughout history, gaining the the informal
title “Mag & Nunc”.

Regardless of religious affiliation, the beauty and depth of
these texts offer a contemplative space for reflection and
introspection, inviting all listeners to engage with themes

of human experience and the passage of time.

This setting can be performed both in service and concert
performance: although, since in concert the movements
won't be separated by readings, leave some time between

them to really let the music settle.

note from composer

My relationship with the Canticles started when I joined the
ORNC-chapel choir in the fall of 2023 (if ’'m not mistaken, my
first “Mag & Nunc” was the Stanford in C). Th()ttgh I'm not
particularly christian myself; I found in the texts something that
spoke heyond the strictly re]igiou& The pairing of the two texts is
striking; the first giving thanks for the miracle of life, and the
second a beautiful welcoming of death. Naturally, this contrast
allows for music that can explore many different moods and facets;
a dream for any composer. So when the opportunity presented

itself to compose a setting myse]ﬂ I knew I had to do it.

This Magniﬂcat is most]y juhi]:mt in nature, but the dynamic
contrasts of loud and soft are very important. Loud, as the organist
will know, means LOUD: the first Gloria Patri should really blow
the roof off. This is important not just for the Magniﬂcat, but also

so that the effect of the Nunc is heightened by the contrast.

I owe much of this music to my experiences as a chapel chorister,
Sll’lgll’lg t]’lroug]’l more Settil’lgs Of‘fhese texts tl’l:ll’l l can C()ul’lt, b\lf 1
hope I have managed to bring something new to these texts. In any
case, | have done my very best to treat them with the respect they
dCSCI‘VL’, ﬂl’l({ 1’10})6 thﬂt some Of‘the L’XCiteme‘ﬂtl fé]f \Vhen \Vriti‘ﬂg

them has spilled over into the music.

-Oskar Osterling, 2024

contact:

Oskar Osterling
oskarosterlingcomposer@gmail.com

Works available through Svensk Musik AB and
Gehrmans Publishing

Copy for perusal. This music is copyright protected.
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Oskar Osterling, Greenwich, 17/2-24



