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Text:

Incipit Lamentatio leremiae Prophetae:

Lamentations 1:1

ALEPH: Quomodo sedet
sola civitas plena populo!
Facta est quasi vidua
domina gentium,;
princeps provinciarum
facta est sub tributo.

<=

Lamentations 1:2

BETH: Plorans ploravit in nocte,
et lacrimae eius in maxillis eius:
non est qui consoletur eam,

et omnibus caris eius;

omnes amici eius spreverunt eam,
et facti sunt ei inimici.

performance instructions:

the two soloists in "Quomodo Sedet..."
are preferrably placed offstage or behind
the choir, as a sort of antiphonal chant;
the audience should not know

exactly where the sound is coming from.

the sound of the choir and soloists should strive to
be as clean and straight as possible, as if singing
renaissance-music. Clear diction and minimal vibrato
are preferrable.

programme note:

The weighty Lamentations of Jeremiah

is a collection of poetic laments for the
destruction of Jerusalem in 586 BCE, usually read
and performed during the Tenebrae-service.
However, despite this rather specific timeframe
and subject matter, the Lamentations are a source
of deep poetry that can resonate with many forms
of human pain.

I have chosen here to set the first poems

of the first book of Lamentations, as I find

these exemplify brilliantly the thesis I have
presented above; on reading them,

one may be forgiven for forgetting that

the subject matter is an ancient city:

the feelings of loss, grief, loneliness

and humiliation that the words describe

are so deeply human that they trancend the

stone walls of Jerusalem about which they speak.

ornamentations may be added at the
discretion of the singers if the size of the
choir is suitably small, say, one on a part.
Singers who are comfortable and familiar
with diminuitions or trillos stylistically
accurate to the 15th/16th century may

add these at appropriate times (cadences etc.).

on Lamentation Letters:

The Book of Lamentations was

originally written in Hebrew, and its
chapters were organised in an alphabetic
acrostic poem structure, with each verse
beginning with a letter of the Hebrew
aplhabet: Aleph, Beth, Ghimel, and so on.

When it was translated into greek,
this poem structure was "lost in
translation", but the translators still
included the letters before the poems;
this was subsequently carried

over into the Vulgate Bible.

It became tradition for composers to set
these letters as melismatic preludes to the
lamentations. I have therefore incorporated
these letters in different ways as a homage

to this long tradition of Lamentation settings.

ar Osterling, 2023
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Ad Libitum, senza misura
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